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Hummingbird and Crane 
retold by David Borgenicht 

 
 Hummingbird and Crane were always 
arguing.  
 If it wasn’t one thing, it was another, 
but it usually came down to this: Crane 
thought that she owned the river, and 
Hummingbird thought that she did. 
 They agreed to settle matters once and 
for all in a great race. 
 “We will race for four days,” said 
Crane, sounding superior, “and on the fourth 
day, whoever reaches the dead tree at the 
bank of the river first will own all the water 
in the river.” 
 Hummingbird buzzed in agreement.  
She knew that she was faster than Crane, 
even though she was smaller.  But she didn’t 
realize that Crane had more energy, and 
could fly for days without resting. 
 The time came for the race, and off 
they flew.  Crane immediately took off into 
the air at full speed.  Hummingbird took her 
time, flitting from flower to flower, tasting 
each blossom as she pleased.  She knew that 
she could overtake Crane at any time. 
 When Crane was way ahead, 
Hummingbird decided to pass her.  She 
buzzed by, almost clipping Crane in the 
head.  Hummingbird flew out of sight. 
 I will never win this way, thought 
Crane. 
 But Crane didn’t have to worry for 
long.  Hummingbird had found a colorful 
field of wildflowers, and was tasting every 
one.  Crane flew past again.  Not long after, 
however, Hummingbird overtook Crane once 
more. 
 Night was coming, so Hummingbird 
rested and slept in a patch of bluebells.  But 
Crane travelled all night.  She was long past  

 

Hummingbird’s resting spot when 
Hummingbird woke the next day. 
 Hummingbird was so swift that she 
caught up with Crane by the time the sun 
had reached the sky’s midpoint.  She kept 
her lead–until she found more flowers.  
Then Crane passed her.  After a time, 
Hummingbird passed Crane again.  The race 
went on like this until the eve of the fourth 
day, when Hummingbird rested again. 
 I have no need to worry, she thought to 
herself.  Even though it is almost the  
fourth day, I will beat Crane in the morning.  
So she slept soundly. 
 The next morning, when 
Hummingbird woke, she fluttered casually 
toward the dead tree across the river.  After 
stopping once more, Hummingbird reached 
the tree–and found Crane sitting below it. 
 “All of the water is now mine,” said 
Crane.  And she went to drink in her river.  
From then on, Hummingbird drank only 
from the flowers she passed. 
 And it is still that way today. 

 
 
“Hummingbird and Crane” retold by David Borgenicht from Start Exploring™ Folktales of Native Americans.  
Copyright © 1993 by Running Press Books, a member of Perseus Books Group. 
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1. At the beginning of the selection, what 
did Crane and Hummingbird spend 
most of their time doing? 

 A disagreeing with each other
 

 B traveling from place to place
 

 C drinking from the river 
 

 D planning races 
 

 
 
2. Why did Hummingbird accept Crane’s 

invitation to race? 

 A Hummingbird knew Crane would 
stop. 
 

 B Hummingbird knew Crane would 
eat flowers. 
 

 C Hummingbird knew she could fly 
faster. 
 

 D Hummingbird knew she had 
more energy. 
 

 
 

3. Based on the selection, Crane sounded 
superior when she announced the 
race.  Why did she feel superior?

 A Crane thought she was smarter 
than Hummingbird. 

 B Crane thought she was larger 
than Hummingbird. 

 C Crane thought that 
Hummingbird would not want to 
race.

 D Crane thought she was certain to 
beat Hummingbird. 
 

 

4. What is similar about Crane and 
Hummingbird? 

 A They both want to own the river.

 B They are both worried.

 C They are both fast.

 D They both want to rest.
 

 

5. How did Crane feel when 
Hummingbird passed her the first 
time?

 A determined 

 B excited

 C hopeless 

 D startled 
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6. What was the author most likely 
trying to show in this selection? 

 A why Hummingbird and Crane 
became enemies 
 

 B why hummingbirds and cranes 
live where they do 
 

 C why hummingbirds and cranes fly 
quickly 
 

 D why Hummingbird and Crane 
had an exciting race 
 

 
 

End of Set 
 
 
In compliance with federal law, including the provisions of  
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the  
Department of Public Instruction does not discriminate on  
the basis of race, sex, religion, color, national or ethnic 
origin, age, disability, or military service in its policies, 

 programs, activities, admissions or employment. 

 

 

 



Gr03 Reading  
 

EOG Grade 3 Reading Sample Items 
 
 
Selection Title 

Question
Number 

Correct
Answer 

 
Thinking Skill 

Objective 
Number 

 

  

Page 1 Published April 2008.  May reproduce for instructional and  
educational purposes only; not for personal or financial gain. 

 

     

Hummingbird and Crane 1 A Knowledge 2.04 
     

Hummingbird and Crane 2 C Knowledge 2.02 
     

Hummingbird and Crane 3 D Applying 2.02 
     

Hummingbird and Crane 4 A Organizing 2.02 
     

Hummingbird and Crane 5 C Generating 3.01 
     

Hummingbird and Crane 6 B Evaluating 2.04 
 


